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Dubai Promoters call it a “true
city-within-a-city” A look at the
project’s development plans
shows the statement to be slight-
ly misleading.

In sheer size it will be a new
city in its own right, and not a
city within anything. Being de-
veloped on an area of 140 square
kilometres, Dubai World Central
(DWC) will add 900,000 inhabi-
tants to the city’s current popula-
tion of 1.35 million.

The government launched
DWC in May last year with the
aim of making Dubai a global avi-
ation and logistics hub serving
two billion people in neighbour-
ing regions.

Officials point out that most
major cities in these regions are
within a distance of three-to-four
flying hours from Dubai.

Initial development cost esti-
mate for the entire project is
about $33 billion. There is no
deadline for finishing the proj-
ect, but the main facilities will be
operational within 10 to 15 years.

The central part is an interna-
tional airport, 40 kilometres
from the existing Dubai Interna-
tional Airport, that will have a

capacity to handle 120 million
passengers and 12 million tonnes
of cargo per year.

“Dubai does not have to worry
about passenger and cargo ca-
pacity for the next 50 years and
beyond,” Michael Proffitt, chief
executive officer of Dubai Logis-

tics City (DLC), told reporters
during a recent site tour to show
construction progress.

DLC is another key part of
DWC and a Kuwaiti firm has
been awarded a Dhl5-billion
contract for the main buildings.

‘Work on the first 4.5-kilometre

runway is almost half complete.
The Dubai World Central Inter-
national Airport (JXB) will have
six parallel runways and as many
concourses. A 92-metre high
control tower is set to become
another aviation landmark in the
Middle East.




